SRi PARASARA BHATTA Q 145

Ranganatha to be a river resorted to by several
rajabamsa-s beautiful with abja and attended upon by
marudgana-^.
(m) Rupaka

Metaphor is the Figure of Speech often employed
by Parasara. In his SRJS (1.16) Parasara identifies the
Lord who has so far been 'bathed' by the Samskrta
and Tamil compositions, with a young elephant which
may again desire to spray himself with dust in the form
of Parasara's hymns.
(iv) Slesa:

Several verses of Parasara's Tirumanjanakavi-s form
the illustration for this Figure of Speech. For instance,
verse 2 which fancies Lord Ranganatha to be river (nada)
and verse 3 identifying Him with a Suradmma (celestial
boon-yielding tree) employ Slesa which forms the basis
for the Rupaka also. The expressions anuvrtti, rajahamsa,
andajata, abja, sumamdguna, etc., of verse 2 have each
two meanings. Likewise in verse 3, the words sakha,
suparna and sumanas also have two meanings each.

METRES EMPLOYED

Parasara has employed 45 kinds of metres in all
his available stotra-Sy containing a total of 337 verses.
Of these, the majority of verses are in the Sardulavikndita
metre (55) followed by Vasantatilaka (43), Sikharim
(34), MalinI (31), Sragdhara (25), Harmi (16), Anustubh
(14), Indravajra (12), Mandakranta (10) and Upajati
(10). Of the remaining metres mention may be made
of a few rare ones like Kusumitalatavellita, Kalahamsa,
Prastarika,    Bhramaravilasita,    Malta,    MandakinL
Manjubhasim, Mattamanjan, Malabharim, Yugmayugala,
RukmavaG, Rucira and Sasjkala,